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LOAN BILL 2012 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 13 November. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont) [1.16 pm]: I may not have had even a professional life, let alone a life in public 
affairs, were it not for the efforts of my parents, Harry and Bernice, to ensure that each of their four children 
received a tertiary education. I grew up in the tiny town of Nyabing, which did not have a high school and which 
in the early 1960s did not have even a tradition of high school education for young people. The bank refused to 
put allowances for the costs of children’s education into the farm budget. Consequently, my mother worked 
overtime on applying for every obscure scholarship and bursary that she could, and I believe that my father may 
have sold bales of wool for cash to Bulla Stephens at the Nyabing general store. Fortunately, I was able to avoid 
the Katanning Senior High School hostel because it had not been built at that stage. But before I come to that 
particular point, I want to say that the outside world came to us in that farmhouse in Nyabing via the ABC news, 
delivered by the valve radio on top of the kero fridge. The rule in our household was absolute silence during the 
7.00 pm radio news, and that news was read by the ABC newsreader in magisterial tones. Even then, the spell of 
politics was beginning to be cast on me; I wanted to be part of that outside world. 

I avoided Katanning and I was sent to live with my aunt and uncle, Ivy and Ted Joll, and to attend Churchlands 
Senior High School. Ted Joll had a very great influence on my political development. He was a journalist with 
West Australian Newspapers, and, perhaps unusually for that organisation, he was a lifelong man of the left. In 
fact, he was dismissed as editor of the Countryman newspaper and nearly dismissed entirely from the 
organisation because he dared to write an editorial criticising the British intervention in the Suez Canal crisis in 
1956. He gave me a book called Peace in Vietnam produced by the Quakers. Reading that book, for me, 
completely delegitimised conservative political leaders in this country. It was a significant influence on my 
politics. 

I first campaigned for the Labor Party 45 years ago in the half-Senate election of 1967. I have given my adult life 
to the Labor Party and its causes. I did not do it for this reason, but the Labor Party has repaid me 10 times over 
in the opportunities that I have been given. I joined the university branch of the Australian Labor Party in 1969. 
That branch included one future federal leader, one future federal Treasurer, one future national secretary and 
senior cabinet minister, numerous other cabinet ministers, two future state leaders, two future state Deputy 
Premiers, a future Supreme Court judge and a future convicted terrorist. 
Several members interjected. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: I became involved in the anti–Vietnam War movement and the draft resistance movement. 
This was a heady time for young people on the left; the Whitlam agenda was being promulgated throughout the 
country. I might say, at that stage in my political development, I viewed Whitlam as far too right wing and I was 
a supporter of the various challenges against his leadership. In the draft resistance movement, we sat down 
outside the labour and national service office until the police removed us. When the list of defendants was 
published in The West Australian newspaper, my parents were horrified to see that alongside the name, Eric 
Stephen Ripper, was also the name John Rivo Gandini, a noted figure in the Communist Party of Western 
Australia. Together with my long hair, long beard and headband, this incident did not make me an immediate 
advertisement for the benefits of tertiary education in the town of Nyabing! 

I always wanted to be a politician from the time I was about 15. I had some trouble finding the keys to the door. 
An important development for me was to be given employment as an organiser in the State School Teachers’ 
Union of Western Australia. I want to thank the general secretary at that time, Kevin Edwards, for employing 
me. That was a terrific job. In the first two years there, I had probably the most personal growth that I would 
have had in any employment. It was great preparation for the life of a member of Parliament. This is an 
advantage that we on this side of politics have; that so many of our members arrive from the union movement 
already trained for the job. During that time, I contested an unwinnable seat. I contested the seat of Murdoch and 
took 8.5 per cent from Barry MacKinnon. Then I set about trying to gain preselection for a safe Labor seat. I was 
defeated by Judyth Watson in Canning, Geoff Gallop in Victoria Park and Frank Donovan in Morley. That last 
defeat was particularly galling because the powerbrokers told me that if I withdrew from the contest against the 
better candidate in Geoff Gallop, I would be looked after in the next round. Unfortunately, the powerbrokers 
experienced a rank and file revolt and I lost by two votes out of 237. The powerbrokers running the party then 
had to pulp the campaign material that had already been prepared in my name. 

I thought my political career was never going to happen. A year later, Mal Bryce retired from Parliament, aged 
43, and I lived in his seat. Mal Bryce and Bob Pearce were particularly important in securing my preselection for 
the seat of Ascot. Mal Bryce rang to tell me that he had done the deal, but I had to promise to keep quiet about it, 
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otherwise the deal might unravel. He asked, “What’s your favourite tipple? I’ll buy you a bottle of it if you can 
keep quiet for the weekend.” I said, “Red wine.” To my amazement, a bottle of Grange arrived, but it arrived 
with a peculiar set of instructions. The instructions were that I was not to drink the Grange until I left Parliament 
and then I was to share that with my successor, and I was to do the same for my successor. I see Cassie Rowe in 
the public gallery. Cassie, I want to say to you: I look forward to sharing that Grange with you after 9 March. 

In the early 1980s, I left my loose association with the left of the party and became a foundation member of the 
centre–left, a faction of which I remained a member until it ceased to exist at the commencement of this 
parliamentary term. I did that because of my experience during the Whitlam period when it became apparent to 
me that economic and financial management were absolutely critical to the success of Labor governments, and 
longevity in government was absolutely essential for the sustainable implementation of Labor objectives. 
Therefore, I was already moving towards market solutions. It seemed to me that market solutions were the best 
path for the economic prosperity, growth and security that the Labor constituency needed. I arrived in this 
Parliament in the midst of the WA Inc issue. Every day for five years or more, the Liberal Party found a way to 
debate the WA Inc issue. The appalling consequences of financial mismanagement were drilled into me every 
day by Barry MacKinnon, Bill Hassell and Richard Court. I learnt how to do opposition from the way in which 
the Liberal Party did opposition in those days. But my pride in the competence and integrity of my own party 
was shaken by those events. Ever since then, I have fought hard to make sure that the Labor Party regains that 
reputation for financial competence and integrity and that it retains it. 

So what have I done, together with my colleagues, on the basis of that political development to promote justice, 
opportunity and prosperity for all of us? Let me start with the Gallop and Carpenter governments. The issue that 
has given me the most satisfaction in public life is to become involved with native title. We took this state from a 
national embarrassment in native title to a national leader. I was Labor’s spokesperson on native title in 
opposition and for the entire period of the Gallop and Carpenter governments. During my time, approvals for 
recognition of native title reached a total of one million square kilometres of Western Australian land. We 
pioneered new forms of agreement with the Burrup and Maitland Industrial Estates Agreement, the Ord Final 
Agreement, the commencement of the Broome negotiations and the commencement of the Nyoongah 
negotiations for the south west. There can be no greater victory in politics than when your position becomes the 
settled position of all parties. I am pleased that this government has taken on native title and that we now seem to 
have a settled policy in native title in this state. 

As the Treasurer, with my Expenditure Review Committee colleagues—the member for Balcatta, Alan 
Carpenter, Jim McGinty, Geoff Gallop, and Nick Griffiths at one stage—I delivered eight surplus budgets. We 
spent $30 billion on capital works and cut debt over the period of the government by $900 million. It was my job 
as Treasurer to secure funding for the agenda that the Labor government had. I provided the initial funding for 
the biggest hospital building program this state has ever seen, including full funding, which this government has 
used, for the Fiona Stanley Hospital project. I provided the funding for the doubling of the urban rail network, 
which was built, in the end, debt free. In my own portfolio, every tax law was rewritten. Ten taxes were 
abolished, two business tax reform packages were implemented and we ended with the most competitive tax 
regime of any state for a small and medium business as judged by those noted left-wingers, the Institute of 
Public Affairs. I did not hesitate; I did not shirk the battles when it was necessary to raise taxes, because the 
finances had to be repaired. Neither did I shirk the internal battles required to achieve five rounds of tax cuts. 
Each of those five rounds of tax cuts were achieved against considerable internal resistance. We achieved a 
revolution in the procurement of government services—a revolution that is saving this state hundreds of millions 
of dollars. We introduced new leadership and professional development programs into the public service. 
I will conclude on the Gallop–Carpenter government period with the creation of a competitive electricity market 
and the break-up of Western Power. That was the most difficult reform of all. It was achieved despite intense 
opposition from the Australian Services Union, and despite misconduct and incompetence in the then Western 
Power. It was ultimately achieved by my successor as Minister for Energy, Alan Carpenter, but he was 
implementing the legislation and scheme that I had prepared. I stand by that reform as the best thing to happen to 
our energy system. I stand by that reform as continuing to save the people of Western Australia hundreds of 
millions of dollars.  
I also served in an earlier government; I served in the Lawrence government. I was Australia’s first disability 
services minister, and ever since that period I have had the most profound respect for the commitment that the 
families of people with disabilities make to their care. It is as a result of my experiences in that portfolio that I 
remain a very strong advocate of the National Disability Insurance Scheme. In that government I introduced, but 
was unable to take to completion, groundbreaking new adoptions legislation and groundbreaking new disability 
legislation. I also promoted a new approach to juvenile justice, based on crime prevention, restorative justice, 
and diversions from and alternatives to custody. With regard to that particular reform, I was overrun by events 
and by politics. There were a series of terrible high-speed chases and deaths; Howard Sattler organised a rally of 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 14 November 2012] 

 p8563f-8575a 
Mr Eric Ripper; Mrs Carol Martin; Mr John Bowler; Dr Kim Hames 

 [3] 

20 000 outside Parliament. They arrived carrying nooses—either for the criminals or the minister; I am not sure 
which—and still the government held firm; but after a particularly serious accident on Christmas night the 
government resolved, over my objections, to introduce the most draconian juvenile justice legislation 
imaginable. It was so draconian that even the Liberal Party ultimately repealed it. However, the same 
government that introduced that legislation—which, by the way, destroyed my reputation as a juvenile justice 
reformer—also put me on the drafting committee. The legislation was extremely cunningly drafted so that in the 
end, while it scared the living daylights out of potential offenders and their families, it only ever led to the jailing 
of two people. Also at that time, the Premier’s office came to me and said, “We want you to organise the 
campaign against this legislation”. So, as Minister for Community Services, I worked with the welfare groups to 
organise the campaign against the legislation. The theory was that the more the welfare groups protested, the 
more the public would like the legislation! In fact, that was a dying government and our internal polling showed 
that that legislation was amongst the most popular things that we had done, so there are many ways to achieve 
reform. 

I know that time is flying, and I have a substantial reform manifesto to put before members, and a series of 
people to thank, so I will need to seek an extension. 
[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: I want to talk briefly on what I think about some of the big issues of the future, on the basis 
of my experience. Let me say this: I am dismayed at the state of state finances. Every last cent of financial 
capacity for this term and, indeed, for the next term has been chewed up by this government. The official figures 
are bad enough, but the budget is full of every accounting trick and savings device one could conceive of. In my 
view, the post-2017 government will still be repairing finances as a result of this period. People say that there is 
a problem with the GST, and indeed there is; it is unfair and we should continue to campaign for Western 
Australia to get its fair share, but we need to do so in a sophisticated way. Simply whingeing to appeal to the 
Western Australian electorate does not cut the mustard. We need a national interest argument to show the rest of 
the country how the whole country could be richer if there were investment in the fastest-growing state in the 
federation. We also need an intellectual defence of federalism. Too often, national reformers think that 
uniformity is a reform; too often, national reformers see federalism as just an obstacle to the reform of the 
country. Be aware: it will take a decision that is unpopular in other states and a major act of national leadership 
to bring the GST for Western Australia somewhere closer to what we want. 

But there is a bigger problem with the GST: the GST base may have been permanently damaged by the global 
financial crisis. The pool from which we receive our distribution is going to be smaller than we thought. The 
reason for that is that people are saving more and what they are spending, they are spending on health, education 
and food, which are outside the GST base. We are going to have some very significant financial issues. I do not 
see a repeat of the stamp duty boom of my time, or the royalties boom of this government. I see health and police 
spending growing much faster than revenue, so the state will be driven back to our own tax base—the three ugly 
sisters of payroll tax, land tax and stamp duty. They are all ugly, but the ugliest is stamp duty because of its 
impact on the efficient utilisation of our housing stock and its inhibiting effect upon people moving to where the 
work is. There is merit in the proposed trade-off between stamp duty and land tax, by which stamp duty would 
be phased down and land tax would be broadened to be a universal tax and increased, but it would be a very 
difficult reform to implement. But governments in this state will, I think, be faced with intense financial 
pressures towards the end of the next parliamentary term. Those financial pressures will not be only operational; 
they will also be on the questions of debt and infrastructure. In my view, the infrastructure demands of this state, 
combined with the debt levels that are already forecast, will lead inevitably to debate about privatisation. The 
privatisation of Verve and Fremantle Ports will surely come onto the agenda during the next parliamentary term. 
Someone is going to advance the proposition that those entities should be sold and the moneys put towards 
infrastructure investment. 

Cost of living is the big issue for this election. Of course, we need a government that gives priority to containing 
the cost of living, but behind that there needs to be reform—further utilities reform. Do not look back on 
electricity reform; take it forward and move on to full retail contestability. Move on to time-of-use charging. 
Move on to the installation of smart meters. If we cannot afford to install smart meters, let us look to a crude 
analogue. Let us have higher charges for electricity in summer and lower charges in other seasons. Let us think 
seriously about the stupidity of having both a carbon price and a renewable energy target. I am a supporter of the 
carbon price; let it do its work and let us rely on that and do away with the renewable energy target. 

In respect of water, we are now in a program of desalination plant after desalination plant. That provides 
unlimited water, but at very high prices. Recycling water may be about 15 per cent cheaper, but it will require 
strong leadership to get public acceptance for that. The Water Corporation is a great organisation, but it will not 
deliver anything other than those big projects. We have to let in the private sector to compete for the provision of 
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bulk water supply, and to do that we have to take procurement decisions outside the control of the Water 
Corporation and give those procurement decisions to an independent procurement entity as recommended by the 
Economic Regulation Authority. 

I refer to rents. The cost of living impacts most severely on those people who are confined to the private rental 
sector. It is horrendous out there. Anyone who has young people in their family knows there are queues of 
people outside houses and people are bidding up the rent. If they get a house for $600 a week, that is a bargain! 
We have to do something about the control of rents in this state. I do not have the answer, but I think we need a 
major microeconomic reform program. We need to take it out of the hands of the planners. My suggestion would 
be to commission the Economic Regulation Authority to develop a major reform agenda to get rents under 
control in Perth, and then get on with implementing the recommendations of that report. 

Finally, on the cost of living, our systems providing help to the most disadvantaged in this state are poorly 
targeted, costly to administer and provide too little for those really in need. I suggest we need to negotiate with 
the federal government to piggyback on its assistance delivery mechanisms. If we do that, we can deliver more 
to those people really in need at less cost. 

Very quickly, on native title, I just want to say that we still have more than 80 registered native title claims to go 
and another 23 or so that are not registered that might eventually be registered. We need to bring an end to the 
resolution of native title claims. I think we should set ourselves a target: Let us resolve every existing native title 
claim in this state by the thirtieth anniversary of the Mabo decision. Let us give ourselves till 2022 and get every 
one of those claims resolved. That will take a major act of leadership and a major act of prioritisation from the 
government. 

No political career is merely an individual effort. I want to thank a lot of people. Firstly, I want to thank my 
partner, Ljiljanna Ravlich. I want to thank her for her love and support, which I cherish. I want to thank her for 
her flair and her practical energy and her Labor values, which I admire. I want to thank her for her capacity to 
make me look half competent on the dance floor, and I want to thank her for teaching me a bit about what it is 
like to be the partner of a politician. 

I want to thank my sister Anne and my brothers Bill and Frank. I want to thank my sons Ben and Alex. I want to 
thank my daughter-in-law Jess, and Ben’s partner Aimee. I want to thank them for their support, for their 
tolerance of my obsessions and for their forbearance when they have been held accountable. If your name is 
Ripper, it is hard to avoid being held accountable for the mistakes of your family member in politics. 

I want to thank my electorate staff Merrilyn Ercegovich, Jean Gors and Jasna Barbarich. I want to thank my 
long-term electorate officer Judy Matheson, who is here in the gallery today. Judy and Merilyn taught me how to 
be a local member of Parliament, and I want to say they established a culture in my electorate office in which we 
always fought for an outcome for the constituent. There was no post box activity there and no palming off 
people. We fought for an outcome, and Judy, Merilyn and their colleagues did that. 

I want to thank Andy Duckworth and the ministerial staff from 1991. I am very touched that you are here in the 
gallery. I want to thank Michael Megaw and the Deputy Premier’s staff, who are also here in the gallery. I want 
to thank Michael Megaw, Donna Plummer and the opposition staff who are present here in the gallery. I want to 
thank Chris Bolt, who was my executive officer from 2001 until 2012 and who prevented me from making any 
accountability errors. Michael, Donna and Andy led wonderful, loyal, committed, intelligent teams whose work 
was absolutely vital to the achievements I have claimed. I am sure Andy and Donna would accept it if I pay 
special tribute to Michael Megaw, who was my chief of staff for nearly a decade in government and in 
opposition. His friendship, his wisdom, his leadership skills, his understanding of business, the public sector and 
native title were absolutely invaluable to me in everything I did; and he was brilliant at leading high-morale, 
high-performance teams. Michael, I thank you very much for your contribution to my political career. 

I thank my State Parliamentary Labor Party colleagues who gave me the honour of being their deputy leader for 
11 and a half years, and their leader for three and a half years. I might say that when I became deputy leader, the 
two other alternatives were Jim McGinty, supported by the left, and Julian Grill, supported by the right and 
centre; I came through the middle at Geoff Gallop’s request. I want to thank Carmen Lawrence, who asked me to 
join her cabinet. I want to thank Geoff Gallop who asked me to be his deputy, Treasurer and minister responsible 
for native title, and who gave me sterling support in every difficult decision that I took. I want to thank 
Alan Carpenter who confirmed me in those roles and who also supported me in some very difficult decisions. 

I want to thank the union leaders I have worked with, whom I believe have been unfairly demonised for their 
important role in our society. I want to thank the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union in particular, 
who supported me in every preselection I ever contested, except the last one; and, in particular, supported me 
with my losing preselections. They never once asked me, in 25 years, to take any particular political decision or 
any particular course of action. They preselected me and let me get on with my parliamentary career. 
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I want to thank Peter McHugh and the staff of this house. I want to thank the staff of this Parliament. I want to 
thank all of you, on both sides, for your friendship, support and respect. I wish all of you the very best, but 
naturally, as a Labor person for 45 years, I wish my Labor colleagues special good fortune in the election ahead. 
They have the talent. They have the energy to win the election. They have the capacity under Mark McGowan’s 
leadership to be an excellent government. Thank you very much. 
[Applause.] 

MRS C.A. MARTIN (Kimberley) [1.48 pm]: I rise to make my farewell speech and I start by acknowledging 
my husband, who is in the public gallery. If I did not do that I would probably be doing the wrong thing. My 
husband has been my conscience, my backbone and my number one supporter and fan. Brian, thank you very 
much. I also need to thank him for actually being here. For those of you who do not know Brian, he was the 
president of the Labor Party branch in Derby. In 1996, he ran against Ernie Bridge, who was then an 
Independent. Brian missed out by 400 votes, and when it came to preselection in 2000, he said, “Well, it doesn’t 
look like I am going to bother going for preselection; I won’t get it.” He said, “You’ll have to do it.” I said, “No 
way, mate; I want to finish my masters.” Anyway, he won. We made a few phone calls and people said that they 
wanted me, so I thought I would at least give it a go. Brian said I should, and I did; so I blame him, in part. But 
what an amazing experience this has been. 

Tom Stephens was my campaign manager. I met Tom in 1981 in Port Hedland, when I worked at GJ Coles as a 
fruit packer. He was just amazing. He had this big black beard and he would come in, and he would go, “Oi! 
Who’s this?” He used to hang out with the welfare mob, and I ended up working for them. Tom and I go back a 
long way. I have listened over the years to all the things he has said. The only time Tom and I have ever come to 
blows is when he has tried to protect me from myself; that is, when I pick a fight with somebody, he will try to 
protect me, which is the wrong thing to do because I like a fight now and again. That is the only time that my 
feminist principles have had problems with Tom. 

It has been a wonderful journey. I have worked with some amazing people. I also have to acknowledge my 
mother, Rose Pilkington, who is in the Speaker’s gallery. When you have great matriarchs in your family—I 
hope to be one, by the way—it helps to make life a little easier. When questions niggle at you that you are not 
sure of, you can go to your mum and mum will say, “This is the right thing to do.” My mum is here today and I 
really appreciate that; she came down from Broome. I also have in the gallery Margaret Anne Martin, who I call 
“mini-me”. Margaret Anne is currently doing her graduate year at Armadale hospital. She is the first Indigenous 
direct-entry midwife in Australia. So, not only is she a mini-me, but also she is doing a couple of records herself, 
because of course I am the first Indigenous woman to be elected to an Australian Parliament, something that I 
am very proud of and so are my family, most of whom are in the gallery. 
To my son, Billy, and his wife, Renee, and of course my newest grandson, I would like to acknowledge them and 
say that I love them and really appreciate their support. One thing I have not been able to do that peeves my boy 
is to be his anchorman. I have not been able to go fishing with him a lot. But I have told him that after 9 March 
next year, that will change; we are going fishing for 10 days. So, there you go, Bill. 
Another person in the gallery is a woman called Bev Davies. She is my cousin; our mothers are sisters. Bev and I 
are the first university graduates in our family. We graduated in the same year. We changed the nature of our 
family by the achievements that we have made. It was really right for Bev to be here, because she was here at the 
beginning of my journey in this place. Thank you, Bev. 

Then there is Eugene McMahon, who is my brother. He is sitting in the public gallery. In the 30 days of the 
campaign leading up to election day, Eugene and I would get in a car with a couple of swags and we would just 
go. We would drive for 30 days. We would go to the remote communities. We could not wait to get there, 
because it was the right thing to do. Once we got to these communities and saw the people we wanted to be with, 
it was really hard to come home. But we had a great time. Of course, we would share the driving and that sort of 
thing. Then, on election day, his job was to keep me out of trouble. He had the hardest job of all. When I was 
standing in the polling place and people wanted to have a go at me, it was his job to get me in the car before I 
said something that I might regret! Thank you, Eugene. 

There are two other people I need to mention. One is a woman called Elsia Archer. She is the president of the 
Shire of Derby–West Kimberley, and I have known her for many years. On 6 May 2003, I got the terrible news 
that my son-in-law had died. Elsia and her daughters went to my daughter and stayed there for nine hours until I 
arrived. These are people in my community. 

Mr T.G. Stephens: Elsia is a class act. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: She is. 
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My daughter in law was really ill when she was pregnant; she had a really hard time. Mum had run away. We 
call her “Gypsy Rose”—we never know where she is! We were not sure whether she was in Northampton or still 
in Darwin, so I could not call my mum to go to my daughter-in-law. I rang my mate Jenny Bloom. I thought if 
anyone can get to this girl, it is her. She had to get to the hospital and find her way to where my daughter-in-law 
was to give me a report. People cannot just walk into Broome Hospital unless they are a relative, and here was 
this blonde girl; it was really funny. Jenny and I are now negotiating nanna rights on this child. We are not sure 
how that one is going to pan out! 

When I speak of family, I also speak of some of the important people in this whole journey. One of them of 
course is Sam Gowegati. When I first met Sam, I had not actually decided to go into Parliament, but when I did 
decide, he and his family got behind me. Michelle provided me with a home. She is just brilliant. How can I 
thank people enough for what they have done for me? Yvonne and Nibble, their parents, took me in and I really 
appreciated all of that. 

There are also the Jarlmadangah Burru community members, such as Harry, Johnny and Anthony Watson, and 
my family members out there. I would go out there, even if it was just for the night, and when I left, I was 
energised and I knew that I was focused and I felt strong enough to do the next bit. It was just like going home. I 
really need to thank them for their love and support. 

There are a few women I need to name because they are very important in my life. When I worked for those 12 
years, it would have been really difficult without the support of these women: Ruth Webb Smith, who is also in 
the gallery, from Yakka Munga Station and others; Annette Henwood from Fossil Downs; and Catelin Westlake 
from Mt House. Ruth was the chairperson of the Kimberley chapter of the Pastoralists and Graziers Association 
and Annette was the secretary. These are really great women of the Kimberley. These are amazing women. Once 
people meet them, they cannot forget them. At one stage in the Kimberley, three of the four shires had female 
shire presidents—Elsia Archer at Derby, Michele Pucci at Kununurra, and Josie Farrow at Halls Creek—and the 
deputy president in Broome was Niki Wevers. These women had amazing roles throughout the region. Of 
course, at the same time, the Department of Health, the Department of Education and the University of Notre 
Dame Australia had female heads. We were actually called “Petticoat Junction”. The local member was a 
woman. People were getting worried, especially some of the blokes, who were wondering what we were going to 
take over next! I am really proud to be one of those trailblazing women from the Kimberley. As I said before, I 
am the first Indigenous woman to be elected to an Australian Parliament. Nobody can make that sort of claim or 
achieve anything like that without the help of their community and their constituency. So I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the people of the Kimberley for the right to serve and for the fact that they found me 
worthy. 
Dean Ellis is also in the gallery. Dean is my sidekick when I need an extra driver. We have been travelling 
around and doing all this stuff. Dean also helped me with one of the hardest things I have ever had to do, which 
was to make a complaint to the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission. Dean was the person who 
helped me to get my complaint up. Thank you for that, Dean, and for your support since. 

To the Kimberley Land Council, I acknowledge the staff, executive and members past and present. Thank you, 
Tom, for helping to create that amazing organisation; you were the first director. I just want that on the record. I 
want to thank the KLC for that long association and for the ability to learn new things and to be a part of 
something as important as that. In the early days, it was Peter Yu who actually gave me the job. It had just 
become a representative body and it needed to employ all these extra people. I was a new social worker out of 
Curtin University and he gave me the job to recreate and restructure that organisation. I want to thank Peter Yu. 

There are a couple of other people who have done some amazing things for me. One of them is George 
Christoudias. George and his son, Peter, own Broome Air Services. George would come over from Victoria 
every now and then and remind me of the old values that people like me should have. He would hear me say 
something, because I do terrible things on radio; I slip up every now and then and say these words that should 
not be on radio, or do things to dogs or whatever. I have been picked up and put in my place. George used to 
come and tell me, so thank you, George and Peter. 
Of course the other one is a friend of mine called Pete Altman. Pete is also from Broome Air Services. I would 
do silly things such as drive out to these communities and a big storm would come in and I would get stuck. This 
fellow knew where all the airstrips were that would remain dry enough to get me out, so he was my rescuer. I 
ended up calling him “Autopilot” because I would ring him and he would go on autopilot to come and get me.  
One of the first pieces of advice I got in this place was from a bloke called Arthur Marshall. He said to me, “You 
have to give every point of view while you are in this place. Everything needs to be recorded and you need to 
explore things and investigate them from all different angles, and make sure they are on the record. But most of 
all, when you leave here, you must leave the stuff here that is no good and that does not feel right. When you 
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leave this chamber, you leave everything in it. Do not take it out there. Do not let it colour your world.” That is 
the best piece of advice I have received and I have stuck to that. 
I thank Maureen Carter from Nindilingarri Cultural Health Services in Fitzroy Crossing. Maureen has been a 
trailblazer in changing the nature of Indigenous health. If we look at the co-location of Fitzroy Crossing Hospital 
and Nindilingarri, we know that the next step is for amalgamation of both. In other words, the next step to make 
it work is an Aboriginal hospital. I know that it has been hard for people to get their heads around these concepts, 
but without Maureen we would never have got as far as we have. We now know the scope of foetal alcohol 
spectrum disorder and have some idea of what we have to deal with. Now that we have that, this place has the 
opportunity to make a difference for those children afflicted by FASD. I acknowledge all the hard work that has 
gone into that research. I hope that there is a future for these children. 

I thank Patrick Green. I have known Patrick Green for 35 years. He was a young fella when I first started with 
welfare and we have worked together at all different levels. We have been through some pretty hairy times 
together. I acknowledge his support because whenever things have been a bit low, he has given me a call and 
said, “We’ve got this work to do; don’t slack.” Of course, I have got back into it. To the Australian 
Manufacturing Workers’ Union and the Maritime Union of Australia and my factional caucus, one of the reasons 
that I came into this place was my family’s long association with the wharf and the Maritime Union. I 
acknowledge Chris Cain and Steve McCartney and thank them for their support and care over the years. 

Parliament can be a lonely place sometimes, such as when I am sitting here and my family is nearly 3 000 clicks 
away. I found a way of dealing with that boredom. I started to write a book in my spare time. I hope members all 
buy a copy! They will probably be in it. I am not seeking asylum in Indonesia; I was just joking. I have to say to 
members that the other thing that being in this place has provided me with is the hunger to travel overseas. I have 
been to India. I had a terrible experience there and gave up smoking and, of course, that will be in the book! I 
have been to Sri Lanka; Israel, which is an amazing place; New Zealand; and Vanuatu. I think the answer to our 
native title issues is in Vanuatu and the Pacific in terms of their native title and way that they deal with 
traditional owners and customary lands. There is a way for Aboriginal people to own the means of production 
and benefit from their land with exclusive use. As they say, exclusive use in native title means the traditional 
owners can hunt and gather. However, it does not give the traditional owners the means of production or the 
ability to get themselves out of poverty. All it means is that the traditional owners can go there and get a 
kangaroo or goanna or whatever. 
I have a goanna story for members. Those members who know Shane Hill know that he has a great sense of 
humour. He was a good Whip. I cracked a rib tightening the braces on the battery in a hire car I had. So I rang 
Shane and I said, “I’ve got a busted rib, mate, I can’t fly. I am buggered up here in Kununurra.” This woman 
called Barbara Johnson, who was the shire president up there, came around and got me all these drugs to keep 
me all right. I rang Shane and I said, “I cannot make it back, mate.” He said, “You’ll do anything to get out of 
this. I said, “No, no; it is genuine.” We left it at that. He said, “You can have a pair.” The next week I was in 
Derby and the kids had come in from the station and they had brought this huge goanna. “Go on, mum, cook it.” 
It takes a few hours to cook, and I had to drive down to the airport in Broome—I was in Derby. I rang Shane and 
I said, “My goanna is sick, mate”. Shane said, “We will not have these sick pet excuses.” I said, “No, it is not a 
pet; it is in the freezer. I need to do this.” He said, “You’re not doing it!” 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: Shane reckons that he dined out on that goanna story for years. It is the best excuse that 
has ever been given for a pair! “My goanna is a bit crook.” Actually, he was really crook! 

Geoff Gallop was one of the bravest people I have ever met because he commissioned the Gordon inquiry. After 
he saw the report from the inquest on that girl Susan Taylor, I went into his office and I could see he was really 
troubled by this. I was hoping that he would send it to the committee that I chaired, but he did not. That is okay, 
because I think the Gordon inquiry did a number of things. For the first time ever it provided safety and security 
and law and order for Aboriginal women and children in their communities—for the first time ever! He stuck by 
it. On behalf of Aboriginal people everywhere I thank Geoff Gallop for his support, assistance and development 
of a safer community for Aboriginal women and children. It was just one of those things that needed to be done, 
and he did it. Against the odds he has made a difference. 
The member for Bassendean said last night—I think he is right—that some people in the party have a bit too 
much power. I think of my roomie, Hon Linda Savage, and her contribution to this place. Linda did not get 
preselected. It needs to be said that a person such as her really could have had a great place here for a number of 
reasons. One of which is EMILY’s List, of which I am a beneficiary. Fifteen years ago Hon Linda Savage was a 
founding member of EMILY’s List. Without her I would not have had the support of people such as Joan Kirner, 
who became my mentor through EMILY’s List when I was first elected. Jenny Beacham came over and worked 
with us on my campaign. I am grateful for all the help that they have provided me since. Hon Linda Savage is 
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just this amazing woman. The other thing is she set up the Women’s Law Centre of Western Australia. This 
woman has made all these great contributions but will no longer be in this place. Maybe there is a way we can 
deal with it; maybe we could look at a quota for unaligned Labor members who could just come and do the 
work. She has done some amazing stuff in early childhood development. I needed to acknowledge her and thank 
her. 
I need to speak to the Premier about some commitments for the region. Two of the three biggest projects in the 
state are in my area. One is the Ord. If we are going to have a food bowl, get a bloody rail—a rail! Get that food 
down to people in the south where we will actually do something. We should have an airstrip that can take a 
cargo plane and service Asia. We need a bit of vision for the next 15 years. If we are going to get rid of 
sandalwood, it will be in 15 years; we all accept that. Let us have plan B in place so that we can do something 
with the food. Even if we had a cannery, it might be helpful. 

The other big project is the Browse project. I spoke on this a couple of weeks ago and members know my views. 
As far as I am concerned, everybody has the right to put their positions out there, and do it respectfully. I 
have had my say on that. However, a lot of things concerning that project need to be sorted out. A prescribed 
body corporate was created from that—Waardi. My friend Warren Greatorex is up there. Warren was one of the 
people I helped recruit in 1996 when I was employed by the Kimberley Land Council. He is now the chairman of 
Waardi. I want to say to members that we need to acknowledge young people such as him. He stepped up against 
the odds, against everything. He stepped up to do the right thing and to make a difference in his community. 
I need to acknowledge Warren—thank you. I also have in the gallery up there Phil Clews and his wife, Marie. 
These people have been supporting me forever. He was a policeman up in Broome, actually. Whenever I 
would do something that was not quite right, I would get a phone call from him or his boss and of course 
she would tell me off as well. One of the things Marie told me to do today is to try not to swear, so I have been 
good. 

My son has asked me bring up this next topic because it is very important; the boat ramp in Broome. Come on 
guys, get behind the program here. We need a boat ramp in Broome. We need it pretty quickly; it has to happen 
because nearly every second house has a boat, and some have two. My son and I have trouble with our boat; I 
am a bit short and the boat gets away from me because it is a bit big. However, there are hundreds of people who 
need these facilities, and I agree with them. I know government members have had a few problems, and we did 
too, but it is time, guys. 

There is the perception that I am leaving this place because of some racial slurs. Believe me, that is not the 
reason. I came into this place on my own terms and I will leave on my own terms. I have picked my time and I 
have done everything the way that I have wanted to. Regardless of what the media said during the week, I went 
to Fitzroy Crossing to ask my elders for permission to retire, not to give a directive. I said, “Is it okay if I retire 
now? I have done three terms. I have five grandkids, guys; is it okay?” They said, “Yes, it is. Thank you for your 
service.” That is why I went there. So whatever the media stuff was all about has no credence at all. I can tell 
members right now that I have never stepped down from a fight, except when Tom has got in my way. I pick a 
fight and I want to follow it through. If somebody says something to me, I will go at them; I will not stand back 
like that sweet little thing everybody thinks I am. I knew members would laugh at that. 
Last year, a terrible thing happened to the pastoral industry in my area; an export ban was put in place. We have 
not recovered. I say “we” because 70 per cent of the land in my region is made up of pastoral leases and 30 per 
cent of those are owned by Aboriginal people. We are trying to make a difference to the industry up there. What 
happened maligned every pastoralist in the state. What happened in another country had nothing to do with them, 
yet they walked away stained and tarnished, with their reputations dragged through the mud for something they 
had no control over. I can tell members right now that I have seen the pain on the faces of the people in the 
pastoral industry up there and I feel ashamed because it should never have happened and it should never have 
happened in that way. For the record, please never ever, if members can, allow this to happen again. Things must 
get better and we need to promote and support pastoralists to get back on board because, at the moment, they are 
in a really dark place. It is not fair and it is not just. In a fair Australia, we need to look at this industry. We 
cannot allow it to be dealt with in the way it was. 

The Department of Indigenous Affairs is my bugbear forever. It is a colonial structure that is still in place in this 
day, in this age and in this country where Aboriginal people are given second-class service. I say that because all 
Australian citizens should get the service that every other citizen gets. This is not the case with Aboriginal 
people. They have to go through an organisation that does it. Get rid of it, please. I can talk about it forever but it 
is not going to help unless we have goodwill in this process. Give Aboriginal people the rights of citizens like 
any other citizens. While we water down services and say that we cannot deal with Aboriginals directly, it allows 
government departments to abdicate responsibilities for Indigenous people. Do not allow it to happen. Please get 
rid of that department. 
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I move on to birthing rights for women. Do members know that birthing is women’s business? I have a midwife 
in the gallery and if I do not talk about this, she might hurt me later. Mini-me has asked me to do this because it 
is important. Margaret Anne had her last baby at home in her front bedroom. It was something that all the 
women in our family were involved with. We had four generations of women in the house to share in this 
experience. When the woman is healthy, please give her the right to birth at home with her family. There has to 
be a way of doing this. Why do we have to “medicalise” childbirth? It is women’s business. Doctors need to be 
there when there is a problem but when there is not, please—so midwives need insurance cover, they need the 
support of people, but they are not witches. They stopped burning them in Salem years ago. Let’s move on. Let’s 
do something about it. 

Every time I go into the dining room or anywhere in this place I am met by happy, smiling faces. The staff here 
are amazing. I want to say thank you so much for your care and commitment over the years that I have been 
here. I remember when Pauline Hanson came here one time. I would be walking along and one of the staff would 
say, “Mrs Martin, come this way.” I would say, “What is this about?” It was okay so I would do it. Finally, 
someone said, “Look, you really need to come this way” and I said, “No, I want to go that way.” Pauline Hanson 
was there. I said, “Oh, no worries, she’s my cousin” or something like that. Members should have seen the look 
on their faces. The staff have always tried to protect me, even from myself sometimes, but I want to 
acknowledge everybody. Peter McHugh is an amazing person. He is very tolerant of people like me who do silly 
things sometimes. I have to say, my time here with all of you has been amazing.  

I know I have heckled people from time to time and given a little scratch, but I am actually quite sweet and 
loveable. A bloke sent me this letter to Broome—he lives in Gosnells—and it said, “You are a coconut. 
Coconuts are brown, tough and resilient on the outside, and on the inside they are white, soft and sweet.” He 
said, “It’s okay, they can do that because you know what? You are.” I had never heard that before, and this fella 
was actually married to a woman who used to live up in Derby and who was a friend of mine. So some amazing 
things have happened. In this place, there are lots of amazing people and I have appreciated working with all of 
you. 

Vince, thank you for being my son’s friend and for being there when that kid needed you. Thanks, mate. 

Again, thank you all. I know I have missed out lots of people, I cannot put everybody in, but I can say that this 
has been one of the most amazing journeys with the most amazing group of people. As Eric said, you have all of 
these things that you need to say but you cannot actually get them all in one, so I suggest that members buy the 
book and I am sure they will be able to find something interesting in it. 

Mr Speaker, it has been a privilege being in this place working under your direction and rule. Thank you very 
much. 
[Applause.] 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Kalgoorlie) [2.18 pm]: I congratulate the members for Belmont and Kimberley who 
have come from two vastly different backgrounds into politics, but who have achieved really the same result—to 
look after the people of Western Australia. Congratulations to you both. 

Firstly, I recognise in the gallery my wife Mary Anne, three of my sons Jimmy, Daniel and Joseph, and most 
importantly Daniel’s wife Cristy, who is expecting our first grandchild at the end of next month, and there is 
another one on the way as well as that one. 

I want to raise something that many members may be surprised at—that is, the Corruption and Crime 
Commission and my time during what started as an inquiry into a development at Smiths Beach. I concede from 
the outset that I should not have passed on the draft committee report. I was careless and did not pay attention to 
the confidential cover, but I did it to get the best results and the best outcome for the people of Western 
Australia, and in the end that was achieved. As a former journalist of 30 years’ experience I want to raise the 
shameful role that the media, and particularly experienced journalists, played in that period. They played into the 
hands of the official press releases of the Corruption and Crime Commission and the unofficial leaks of the CCC. 
In the recent Lloyd Rayney case the judge criticised the tactics of police—their public statements and their 
public arrests obviously tipping off the media along the way. The same thing happened on a regular basis with 
the CCC and the Smiths Beach inquiry, as that juggernaut rolled on and destroyed lives along the way—lives 
that later proved, too late in many cases, that they had nothing to answer for. Within American journalism—
being a journalist for 30 years I studied this—McCarthyism is regarded as a black mark in the nation’s history, 
as reporters and entire newsrooms failed to deliver truth, balance and honesty and many good lives were ruined. 
That was, until a person named Edward R. Murrow stood up to Senator Joe McCarthy. Within days that dark 
period in American journalism was a thing of the past. We journos in all western democracies would like to 
think that we would be the Ed Murrow of our times if the same situation arose. Who was there in Western 
Australia during the CCC times? Who questioned its tactics? Who questioned the leaks? Who questioned the 
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public hearings that ambushed good people who in time proved they had done nothing wrong? No-one, other 
than Paul Murray. I believe he was the only one who stood up and questioned some of those processes.  
Not only were good public servants ruined, but colleagues of mine such as Norm Marlborough, Tony McRae and 
the late John D’Orazio lost their portfolios by innuendo and just the opinions of the CCC. I believe it had to 
come out with those opinions to justify its tactics and the tens of millions of dollars spent in those inquiries. 
When there are those dramatic public hearings, taped phone calls and homes being bugged, those things have to 
be justified and if a conviction cannot be obtained, an opinion must at least be brought down that something 
wrong was done. To give an example, in my case, as Minister for Resources, I used section 111A of the Mining 
Act, which is a rare discretionary power a minister has, on five occasions—three times involving clients 
represented by Brian Burke and Julian Grill. On each of those three occasions I found against Burke’s and Grill’s 
clients, most famously in the Shovelanna case of Rio Tinto versus a small company called Cazaly Resources, 
which was worth between $200 million and $300 million. Thankfully, I came down 3–0 against Burke and Grill, 
but it could have just as easily been 3–0 the other way, because I really just treated each case on its merits, and I 
suppose, lucky for me, that is the way they came. 

As I have said, those investigations came from the proposed Smiths Beach development all those years ago. 
Disgracefully, those efforts to get approval for the development are still ongoing after more than a decade. 
Vested interests of those who already live there, and the public service’s fear of approving something from that 
celebrated, infamous case, has seen it drag on to unbelievable time frames. This case, I believe, is symptomatic 
of the approvals process in Western Australia, particularly in our more cherished areas, which generally are on 
our coastline. I come from an inland electorate. People in my electorate cannot afford a holiday in their own 
state. They go to the Gold Coast, Bali or elsewhere in Asia because we have made our beautiful, wonderful 
coastline the exclusive domain of a privileged and rich few. It almost appears as though if someone does approve 
development, somehow or other they are corrupt. What about the corruption of doing nothing? What about the 
corruption of preventing Western Australians realising and appreciating the true beauty of our state? 
Staying with approvals processes, as I have said before in this place, we tend to take for granted the money that 
flows from mining. There is a high level of paperwork and red, green and black tape. I think the member for 
Belmont raised an excellent point: we should aim to finish native title and have it spread throughout Western 
Australia by the year 2022. It should be a goal of all governments to complete that. I know we generally think we 
all work hard, but the rate of progress has been terribly slow. Sometimes I feel that level of red tape is just 
bogging down our industry. The best barometer of the mining industry in Western Australia is exploration. I was 
told that last week 40 drilling rigs were parked in Kalgoorlie. At the beginning of this year there was not one. 
That does not include the bit of downturn we have seen in the Pilbara. This is the gold and nickel industry, and 
maybe the rare earths just south of Laverton, and that adds to that. The industry can survive only by exploration 
and drilling, because mines start dying the day they start being mined, and we have to find more.  
Hardly a day goes by in my Hannan Street office that a prospector or a small company representative does not 
knock on the door seeking assistance with an approval or administrative problem. The effective and dedicated 
hard work of the Minister for Mines and Petroleum, Hon Norman Moore, and his erstwhile adviser Bob Stevens, 
solve many of those problems, but those people whose problems they do not solve and those people who do not 
knock on my door do one of two things: they either pay for the extra time and the extra cost involved or they go 
overseas with their exploration dollars. Governments do not mean to increase red tape, or cause delays; no 
government means to do that. Every minister sitting on this side in this government wants to reduce red tape, as 
did those from the previous Gallop and Carpenter governments. But the very nature of our cell-like departments 
and the cells within those cells and the cells within those cells means that the guy sitting behind the desk at the 
end of the day thinks that if he increases the amount of paperwork he has or if he makes people do more, it will 
somehow or other make him and his job more important, make him justified and make things get better. 

I give two examples of wasted effort. The first is that in 2004 the annual report for a prospector doing pushing 
and scraping—very basic exploration; it is almost not mining, just detecting with a metal detector—was four 
lines on a page describing the rehabilitation work done, and it was accompanied by some photos. It read — 

From the 27th of April to the 14th of May one Ha of land on M27/18 and half a Ha of land onM27/37 
was pushed and detected for gold. On completion of work the ground was rehabilitated by being leveled 
off furrowed and having removed scrub dragged back over the surface (se attached photos) … 

That was a 2004 report. Now a very detailed nine-page report is required. It includes a requirement to list and 
name the various weeds on a tenement, as if most prospectors know the botanical names of weeds on their 
tenements and they really care about it. An aerial photograph must be provided—a prospector usually has a 
helicopter sitting on standby and can just say, “Just get up boys and photograph my lease”!—as well as a huge 
swathe of information, which, while it might make the clerk in the department feel good and keep him busy for 
half a day, will do nothing to improve the environment. Prospectors walk into my office with these forms and 
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ask, “What is going on? Can you help me fill them out?” I cannot fill out half of this. In the last case to come 
before me, the prospector had not done any work on the tenement in the preceding year, yet he was told he still 
had to fill out the nine pages and provide it in triplicate, and if he did not have it into the office by a certain time, 
he would lose his tenement. So, he did not do any work, yet he still had to fill out the nine pages and provide it in 
triplicate or he would be punished. That is what we have got to. 
The second example of waste involves a tailings dam in the Pilbara. The tailings dam had been approved; it was 
all set to go until local Indigenous people pointed out to the mining company that it had made a mistake and that 
there was actually a sacred site where it was proposed the dam would go. Very rightly so, in consultation with 
local people, the mining company moved the tailings dam just slightly. It was going to be the same size, the 
same design, but it was just to be moved a couple of hundred metres away from the previous site. It took the 
company another $1 million and over a year to get the same approval it had at the previous location. There was a 
new requirement. Some zealot in Perth had decided that the tailings dam had to withstand a 100-year flood at the 
same time as there was an earthquake.  

The only thing I was worried about was the meteorite strike that could have hit the tailings dam at the same time 
as the flood and the earthquake! I do not know the calculations on the likelihood of all those three things 
happening, but that will be the next step. 
It is no wonder that our rating as a place to come and explore has diminished within Australia. I know successive 
governments—I was Minister for Resources—want to maintain our place as Australia’s premier mining 
jurisdiction. We have slipped in almost every category. Australia itself has slipped on a worldwide basis. We 
have to improve these areas. Money in the world now can flow anywhere. It owes no allegiance to Western 
Australia or Australia; it can go anywhere it likes. Thankfully the exploration incentive scheme is helping to get 
some geologists and some drilling rigs back in the bush, but when there are these other government delays, 
government costs and other unnecessary processes that undermine this funding from royalties for regions, it is 
time that something was done. As I have said before in this chamber, our state needs a powerful red-tape tsar on 
a permanent basis going through the departments. I believe that person would more than pay for themselves. 
Talking of royalties for regions, one of my proudest moments was after the last election when I played a leading 
role in creating the biggest game changer in Western Australian regional politics. It pleases me to see now that 
all major political parties totally support the retention of royalties for regions. 

Another initiative I was instrumental in developing four years ago with the help of the member for Bassendean, 
one of the famous halfback line who sat along here, was balancing the membership of the four main standing 
committees of this chamber so that the opposition has the majority, and therefore the chair, on two of the four 
committees, and the government has the other two. I think that system has worked. I hear the occasional 
grumble. I think in general it has worked. I call on the Deputy Premier, who is in the chamber, and the 
opposition to recommit to that before the election so that regardless of who is in government; that new structure 
will remain in place. 
I move on to my beloved Kalgoorlie and the surrounding area, which is traditionally called the goldfields. There 
are many official goldfields in Australia; the eastern goldfields is but one of 11. As a young journalist at the 
ABC I sent off a national story once and said, “This happened in the goldfields.” A terse reply came back from 
an editor in Sydney: “Which goldfields?” I said, “You know, the goldfields.” He said, “Mate, there are 11 
goldfields in Australia. Which one?” I said, “Sorry; the eastern goldfields of Western Australia.” I would like to 
rename the goldfields to the “woodlands”. Why? The image of the goldfields is one of dust, dirt, desert, whereas 
the image of woodlands is of beauty, greenery, beautiful salmon gums and wattles. I and the people who live in 
the goldfields—probably all except my son Jimmy—think the bush is beautiful. It is worth changing for image 
alone, and as we know, in politics you can often change people’s minds just by a name and by having the right 
marketing. 
I have supported the concept of the great western woodlands. Before the last election both parties supported 
funding that program—I think about $3 million-plus—and the process whereby under the great western 
woodlands structure, all current users of the goldfields and the woodlands would continue to have access to the 
funding, but there would be a big campaign to fight feral animals and weeds and to reduce fire. I am led to 
believe by the experts that before we came to this country, bushfires were not so much uncommon, but they 
never burnt very far and they burnt out very quickly. We have changed the nature of the scrub, and so when 
bushfires now get a hold, they destroy massive areas. They are working on a way of reducing that, and I support 
that.  
Over the last four years I have been worried that the extreme environmental groups involved, such as the Pew 
foundation and the Conservation Council, will start moving the goalposts. My experience with extreme groups is 
that they are never satisfied. In fact, I am a foundation member of DAMAGE—that is, dads and mums against 
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green extremism. All members can all join; see me after the speech. My concern is that those groups will ratchet 
this up. 
Mr Speaker, can I seek an extension? 
The SPEAKER: Extension granted, member for woodlands. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: I like your work. It is catching on already. 
I should have gone to the government. I did actually go to the Premier and the Minister for Environment, but I 
should have been more forceful in seeking legislation to define the great western woodlands and define the 
conditions under which it operates now. I know the opposition and the government support that. I am worried 
about the long-term future when those conditions will be ratcheted up, and mining in particular will be excluded 
from that huge area. If mining is excluded, it would really spell the demise of Kalgoorlie. I call on whichever 
party makes government at the next election to introduce a bill that defines the great western woodlands and the 
conditions and the parameters under which it operates. 
Moving on, I am very proud of the dollars spent in my electorate, from Wiluna right down to Norseman and all 
the towns in between. I think more has been spent in Wiluna in the eight years it has been in my electorate than 
was spent in the previous half century. However, I want to talk about two of my failures. The first is in 
Indigenous affairs, where the Wongatha people, beautiful people, are no better off after me being in this place for 
12 years. I know this is a national problem, but that does not excuse me. I just do not think I put enough time into 
trying to overcome this massive problems that they face. In saying that, I realise that government is not the 
answer. The only answer is that they are the answer. We have to give them the tools to deal with their own 
problems. 
As the member for Pilbara has said previously in this place: how do you make people more self-sufficient by 
taking governance off them when they are already almost in poverty? That is a huge problem; it is a difficult 
problem, but it is something that we as a state have to spend more time, effort and thought in addressing. An 
example of what I am talking about is the school breakfast program. In my first term, I raised money to kick one 
off in Kalgoorlie. I am now opposed to that. I think we need to phase that out. We cannot stop those programs 
overnight and send the kids home hungry or have them at school all day hungry. We have to phase it out so that 
the parents and, more importantly, the children themselves know that it is normal behaviour for parents to feed 
their children—that they have the solutions, they have the answers. If we impose our answers and our solutions 
to them, there will never be an answer. 
My other failing comes from a hypothetical question; that is, is life better in Kalgoorlie than when I came here 
12 years ago? To be honest, the answer is no. The recognition of that is one of the main reasons I am stepping 
down from this position. Too many people in my electorate work too many hours. People are on family 
destroying–style rosters, at the end of which they do not have time for themselves, let alone their families and 
certainly not our community. The institutions, the service clubs, the sporting clubs and the various activities that 
make up a town, make up a community and make up a lifestyle are all diminishing. As the late Doug Krepp once 
told me—I mentioned him in my maiden speech; he is a former Liberal branch president in Kalgoorlie—we 
should work to live, not live to work. Sadly, that is not happening. Western Australians, not just in the 
goldfields, members of Parliament, but in the northern half of this state, are working 72 hours or more a week, 
three or four weeks at a time. Those rosters are ridiculous. Although I consider myself the strongest supporter of 
mining in this place, I believe it is time this place started tackling the issues that are destroying not only families 
and individuals, but also towns in my electorate. Over the past four years there has not been one question in this 
chamber about those family-destroying, town-destroying and individual-destroying work practices. Can anyone 
remember one question? I cannot. Yet, we have had countless questions as a result of those problems, including 
the need for more Homeswest homes and the need for more social workers. Guess what causes all those 
problems? Guess what causes the need for more houses when husbands and wives divorce and the kids roam the 
streets and appear before the courts? There are more people in the justice system. What is the root cause? These 
ridiculous hours of work to which we, as a Parliament, have abrogated our responsibility. We have let that go on. 
I urge those members left here to look at this problem, like Indigenous Affairs, to make it a cause célèbre in the 
coming four years. 
I might be giving a mixed message. On the one hand I am saying: help mining and be aware that mining will not 
continue to lay the golden eggs if we do not facilitate it. And on the other hand I am saying: make mining more 
family and worker friendly. But I believe all of that can be achieved. We just really have not looked at that in 
recent years. 
I now want to thank all those people who have helped me over the past 12 years. I give special thanks to my 
staff, all of them talented and committed to serving the electorate, and none more so than Steve Kean, Georgie 
Blazevic—who worked for Alannah MacTiernan—Beth Richardson and Alexis Johnson. They work with me 
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now, but before then I had working with me Charmain Craigan, Rosemary Braybrook, Brett Angus, Gary 
Brown, Kim Adams, Sarah Dowes and a few others. As the member for Churchlands said yesterday—and I 
agree with her—our greatest satisfaction is just helping people. It is not getting the hospital built or the new 
school—those things happen in normal terms; the departments determine where they go—my greatest 
satisfaction is just helping people. When I walk down the street, having forgotten all about a person’s problem, 
they may confront me to say, “Mr Bowler, thanks for that”, but I have forgotten what the issue even was! But it 
makes you feel good. To me, that is the most rewarding thing. 

From a legislative point of view, clearly the most rewarding legislation I have been involved in was gay reform. I 
remember sitting on the half-back line with the members for Albany, Bassendean, Southern River and the now 
member for Mindarie when the opposition was saying, “You’re gone. We’ve got your name, and your electorate 
will know everything you’ve supported about this.” Thankfully, the people of Western Australia moved on. Even 
the opposition moved on, because by the time the next election came, that was accepted. We have now moved 
on. To me, that is the best legislative reform I have been involved in. 

I also thank my ministerial staff: Simon Corrigan, Tim Walster, Ian Thomson—who I will catch up with in 
London in a couple of weeks’ time; there will be a party because he is the best party starter anyone has ever 
seen!—Paula Hickey, Lisa Davenport, Judy Kurowski, Brooke Bindon, Stuart McLagan, Laura Tasker and Kate 
Wang, to name a few. The great thing about my ministerial staff is that we are still friends. We regularly have 
lunches and a bit of a reunion. It is great that we remain friends. 
There are so many people who have worked on my three campaigns that I dare not try to mention them all, but I 
will mention a couple. Firstly, I mention Burt and Beryl Davis from Laverton. They are so loyal. They attended 
the Laverton polling-day booth all day; twice when I was a Labor candidate and the last time as an Independent. 
The next person I thank is the late, great Ben Clark from Norseman, a life member of the Labor Party. He was 
always smiling and laughing, regardless of his own hardships. He was just a beautiful person. I thank Eddie 
Rochester, who, in coming on board my last campaign when I ran as an Independent, probably cost himself a life 
membership of the Labor Party. Eddie was Ian Taylor’s right-hand man. He filled that role for me as well. Of 
course there is Ian Taylor himself—the best friend anyone could ever want, who has always been there for me 
and always provided sound and very wise advice. Then there is Julian Grill, who some may say embroiled me in 
the Corruption and Crime Commission, but I believe it was the other way around. I should not have sent that 
confidential document. Julian and his lovely wife, Leslie, have remained friends, and will remain so, for the rest 
of our lives. 
Lastly, I want to say to all members here, particularity the members for Albany, Collie–Preston and 
South Perth—my closest friends—and all those I have worked with, that knowing you has made my life richer. 
You are all so talented and committed to making this state a better place. Although I sometimes—usually at the 
end of a rowdy question time—bemoan the herd mentality and grumble a bit, I think you are all doing a great 
job. I believe that proof is in the pudding. Look around you. We live in the best country in the world and in the 
best state in that country. Somehow or other, while we criticise each other, we must be doing something right. In 
particular I remember those of us who were elected in 2001 but are no longer with us: the young, vibrant, bright-
eyed Jaye Radisich; the human dynamo and great community servant John D’Orazio; and my friend Paulie 
Andrews, for the twinkle in his eye and that horrible slanting smile I will never forget! Thank you all. 
[Applause.] 

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Dr K.D. Hames (Leader of the House). 
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